This Week’s Bible Study:

ESSENTIALS IN SIMPLY FOLLOWING JESUS

9.  “Silencing the Rocks!”                              

Study Guide for:  November 3-4, 2007                                     Scripture:  II Corinthians 4:13-18         

Theme:  “Speak what you believe with a focus on the eternal!”                                                           

READ IT:

With this lesson we conclude our study on the Essentials in Simply Following Jesus.  Looking back we remember that to follow Jesus begins with a response to His call to believe in Him and to receive His Life.  Then, it’s a matter of realizing that new life is meant to be shared with others as He places us into His family, the church.  As the family of God, we are created to become like Christ as we allow Him to unclutter our lives.  Further, we discovered that we enable God to mature us through prayer, the study of God’s Word and by responding to Him in obedience..  Finally, we learned that simply following Jesus means we’re saved to serve.   The Christian life is meant not only to receive God’s blessings but also we’re meant for ministry and service.  As servants we are to think like stewards, not owners as we invest our resources in His Kingdom work.

We come now to the final essential as followers of Jesus Christ that essential is understanding the importance of faith.  We not only become Christians by faith in Christ, but we also are to live our daily lives by faith in Christ.  Living by faith is not simply a matter of thinking positive thoughts, but it means living with a confident trust that Jesus will do what He promised.  When you go through hard times, you remember what Jesus said and did, and that faith will carry you.  Out of that faith comes your hope , your service for others, your confidence and strength.  That faith determines our perspectives and priorities in life.  That faith inspires even what you talk about.  Out of faith comes our speech.  

In this weeks, scripture, the Apostle Paul shares how his life has been shaped by his faith in Christ.  It is out of that faith he was motivated to speak to others about God and Jesus.  Because of his confidence in what Jesus did and promised, Paul could handle the issues of this life, as well as look beyond even death.  How’s your faith?                         

KNOW:

1 What motivated Paul to share the Good News about Jesus in spite of hardships? (4:13-14)                                                           
· What kind of “believing” is necessary for a person to speak about it?

· What happened to Jeremiah when he decided he would not speak God’s truth?        (Jer. 20:9)

2 How can knowing that Jesus was raised from the dead encourage us to keep going through tough times?  (4:14-15; I Cor. 15:58)                                             

3 What does vss. 16-18 teach us about having the right perspective in life and how does faith in Jesus shape that perspective?

BE:

1 What makes it difficult for Christians to fix their attention and hope on God?                                         
2 Why is it important for Christians to share their faith with non-Christians?                                                          
3 How can your faith in Jesus help you through difficult times?                                                                          
DO:

1 On what do you need to remember and focus the next time you feel discouraged?                                                              

2 How could you encourage another Christian who is disheartened or bogged down by the cares of life?                                                        

3 With whom will you share the claims and promises of Christ?                    
